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COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Okay, good.

MS. PALMER: --for your work. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Just wanted to make sure you knew where it was at,
MS. PALMER: Yeah. I, 'm very pleased to see that ‘cause it’s such an important project.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: And you’re gonna be sending testimony--

MS. PALMER: I--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --to the Governor?

MS. PALMER: We, we already have.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Great. Thank you.

MS. PALMER: Yeah. You betcha.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.

MS. PALMER: Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Darla. The next testifiers are Fern Mocgraf,

Markgraf. . .and Chris Bachaus.

NOTE:  Long pause while Ms. Markgraf and Mr. Bachaus approached.

MS. MARKGRAF: ... Good evening, Chairman Pontanilla and Member of the Maui County
Council. I’'m here tonight as Principal of Kahului School. And I have my Vice Principal

with me, Mr. Chris Bachaus.

. .. And. . .Gladys, I'm sorry, it’s not here for MEQ, but I do wanna take this time {o
thank you in your past job for all the help you folks gave me ‘cause I wouldn’t be
Principal at Kahului today if it was not for your transportation and your support. Thank

you.

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: You’'re welcome.

MS. MARKGRAF: ... We're here on a whole different issue tonight . . .(laughter). . . And

we’re here to ask you for funding . . .
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.. . in the Upcountry, upcoming budget. . .for traffic mitigations. . .on South Hina Avenue
and Lono Avenue at Kahului School.

... We need this addressed for the following reasons. Children’s safety. . .is the first.
We only have about 25 regular-ed children and maybe 12 special-ed children that ride the
bus. Everybody else is either dropped off. . .or walks to school. And the safety of the
children has reached a critical mass concem for us, or we wouldn’t be here. The second
thing that brings us tonight, is just the volume of traffic has so increased. . .that the
situation has had, where . . .(sigh). . . traffic, what’s his name, Harada. . .the police put the
things out to test--

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: The speed?

MS. MARKGRAF: --what people 1s coming by and the speed is creased [sic/. We do not have
everybody going at 20 miles and hour. So we’ve got increased volume and we’ve got
high speed. And the third issue for us. . .that brings us requesting this is that in front of
the school. . .and on the side between the school and Maui High there are supposed to be
crossing guards. And those are positions that the County. . .the Maui Police Department
cannot keep filled. Drive by any morning, and you might see Mr. Bachaus or myself out
there directing traffic and crossing kids because we just cannot keep those positions
filled. That’s what brings us here tonight. And the. . .some of the situation, we think,
could be solved. And Alan Monibog would be here with us tonight if he could,
representing parents with some of the same solutions. We’re asking for signage and
flashing yellow lights that let’s everybody know. . .on Hina Avenue and Lono you are in
a school zone, be careful, slow down, our kids are here. The second thing we’re asking
for is raised crosswalks. We have children from 3 to 11.. .our kindergarten and junior
kindergarten now has 4-year-olds walking to school. Most of the 3 and 4 that are in
special-ed preschool are bused. But we have 4-year-old. . .junior kindergarteners walking
to school. There are mornings that we haven’t even been able to see those kids in the
grass on the side of the road. . .on the sidewalk opposite the school. Tt is very different,
difficult with the volume of traffic to see the really small ones.

MS. ESPELETA: Three minutes.

MS. MARKGRAF: We are also asking for either speed tables or some kind of speed retardant to
slow the traffic down. And consideration of a left-hand turn lane. We appreciate your
help, your attention to this matter, your assistance. And we invite you to come direct
traffic with us any morning--

AUDIENCE: .. .(laughter). . .
MS. MARKGRAF: --from 7 to 7:45 or any afternoon from about 1:55 to 2:30 to sec the

problem. 1 wanna personally thank the Council for all the help you gave us at
Haiku School in working with the County property to develop, to address traffic issues
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there between the school and the Haiku Community Center. [ appreciate all that help in
the past, and I really hope we can address this situation. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Member Molina, question?

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Good evening, Fern. Thank you for coming by tonight and
making us aware of the problem. Um. . .several years ago, I think up by Kalama School
in Makawao. . .on Makawao Avenue there’s a, there were a couple of accidents. And the
Council, the Public Works Committee, which I chaired at the time, and the Council. . .we
worked with the Department and got a speed. . .speed table put on Makawao Avenue,
which seemed to address some of the, you know, traffic issues and pedestrians walking
there. Something that might also help to, along with, the Council could consider a budget
appropriation for the speed tables is. . .currently Members Medeiros and Victorino chair
the Public Works Committee. And if. . .maybe through the school, if you could draft a
letter to the Council or to the Committee and that’s something that I'm sure Mr. Medeiros
and Mr. Victorino could take up in their Committee for additional discussions where a
site in. . .the Council could come up and or the Committee could come up and do a site
inspection as well. So I think that would probably help expedite matters as well in that
area. So I just wanted to let you know about going through that route as well, in addition
to the getting the funding. ‘Cause--

MS. MARKGRAF: Public Works?
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: ‘Cause I think the Department would have to do some type of

study. . .traffic mitigation or. . .you know, pedestrian and traffic count as well in that
area--

MS. MARKGRAF: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: --to implement those devices. So. . .that’s one route that we
can consider. So--

MS. MARKGRAF: Okay--

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: --but thank you for letting, making us aware of that issue.

MS. MARKGRAF: And we appreciate that ‘cause we have had one child hit on Lono.
COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. And, and for your information, too, and 1 think I talked to

you earlier this evening, that the County received 2 million dollars from the State of
Hawaii. And part of the money’s gonna be utilized to do some work on Hina Avenue
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itself. So we’ll notify Public Works m regards to what you just said tonight. . .to provide
some safety measures at the school when they do the particular project.

MS. MARKGRAF: Thank you.
COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: .. .(inaudible). . .
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Member Baisa?

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: ... I was very concerned to hear about lack of a cross, of
crossing guards. Can you tell me how bad that is? You don’t have one at all, or you
don’t have enough, or they’re absent, or what’s going on?

MS. MARKGRAF: Do you want me to handle that one?
MR. BACHAUS: .. {inaudible). . .
MS. MARKGRAF: You go ahead.

MR. BACHAUS: As the, as the VP at the Elementary School, T open up the milk cartons and
stand in the parking lot a lot. And what, what’s happened is the two crossing guards on
Hina, we have two places where the kids cross.

.. . Coming down and. . .coming up, pretty much. And our one, our one crosswalk is
right a the exit. So that, so that creates a jam right there. Yeah? And, and we got some
kids, because of the parking. I’'m sure when Kahului was built, it wasn’t a. . .wasn’t so
much of a pedestrian, you know, we weren’t getting the traffic. So some parents are
cutting . . .(end of tape, start 3B)... cufting across Hina this way. Yeah? So what
happens is is if we have a crossing guard, Maui Police can. . .can provide for us, he or she
is usually there. The second crosswalk down by the park is. . .is not manned right now
because the person that, that was covering that retired. Okay, so now we have a. . .a
Maui policeman. Actually, it has been a priority for them. They, they, they’ve had, had
somebody. But with the, with the flow of traffic and the amount of people, they get
called off to accidents quite often. So even though they’re there, they do get calls and
they have to leave us sometimes. Yeah? So on that side, we’re, we're really sketchy
where the heavy traffic is. Now on the Lono side, yeah, you got the high school traffic
coming in. You've got a wider, much wider street. And the teachers that are back
there--‘cause I'm usually posted up front--have brought it up at our, our safety committee
meetings that, you know, parents and grand. . .grandparents a lot pick up. Their parents
will be on the other side of the street and just call the little ones like, chance ‘em. chance
‘em, come on, you can make ‘em.

ALL: .. (gasp). ..
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Oh, my goodness.
COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: No.

MR. BACHAUS: Yeah. And it's, you know, it’s just, it’s kind of a bad situation that needs to
be looked at. Yeah?

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Chair, I have one.
COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Go ahead.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Yeah. . .the left-tum lane you’re asking about is on Hina,
turning left from Hima into the--

MS. MARKGRAF: Into the school.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Right--

MS. MARKGRAF: It would because what happens now is the traffic is se heavy coming down
South Hina to get to Lono to turn to Maui High, and the traffic that needs to get into the
school cannot. And it backs everything up.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Yeah. Yeah, and that crossing guard that retired, that was
my dad. And you know--

ALL: .. .(laughter). . .

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: .. .(laughter). . . He--
MS. MARKGRAF: Oh, we miss him.
COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: And, and you know--
MS. MARKGRAF: You sure he doesn’t wanna come back?

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: He’s gonna be, he’s gonna be 89-years-old . . . (laughter). . .
You know?

AUDIENCE: .. .(laughter). ..

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: .. .(inaudible). . . go back to work.
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MS. MARKGRAF: Yeah, and the other crossing guard is on extended vacation in the
Philippines right now. And the one on. . .there is a crossing guard between Maui High
and Kahului on Lono, and they can’t fill that either.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: My dad. . .(inaudible). . .
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: .. .(inaudible). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay. Just, just one more--
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: .. .(inaudible). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: --question. Um. . .in, in regards to dropping of the kids, can’t they go,
like, say drop ‘em off at Maui High School parking lot?

MS. MARKGRAF: We are so lucky because 50 percent of our parents are doing that already.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: TIsee.

MS. MARKGRAF: Which, Maui High gets. . .kinda jammed up ‘cause they have to come back
out. But a good half of Kahului parents are already doing that because the front entrance
is so difficult.

CHAIR PONTANILILA: Thank you. And, and we’ll follow up with the Public Works
Department in regards to the concemns of Kahului School. Thank you.

MS. MARKGRAF: Thank you. Good evening.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Next testifier is Nancy Johnson.

NOTE:  Pause while Ms. Johnson approached.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: ... Followed by Iwalani. . .Kahalewai Cook.

MS. JOHNSON: . . . Good evening, Council Members. Um.. I ..came back because
Councilman Victorino asked me a question last night and | wanted to bring the
information to vou. And so I went to the class. I'm, by the way, for the record I'm the
Allied Health Department Chair at Maui Community College, and I’'m here about our
budget request to support expansion of the nursing and the dental program, to renew the
money that you gave us last year. Anyway, I have the class list. This 1s the class
hist. . .of the class that you funded. And you see that of the 39 students, 3 say they’re not
going to work on Maui. The other 36 say they are gonna work on Maui. And the other
students, I couldn’t get the information ‘cause they were at the hospital today. But I will
get that and send it to each of your offices. But I gave you their names because you

279 -



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES
Council of the County of Maui

April 3, 2007
Kahului Cemmunity Center, Main Hall

asked about them. And I think if you look at their names, you're gonna see your
neighbors and your friends’ children and you’re going to see that Maui Community
College nursing program is preparing nurses from the community for the community.
And. . .Councilmember Baisa asked about a hiving wage. And T can guarantee you that
your nursing are making living wages as they take care of you on Maui. So thank you
very much.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Thank you, Nancy.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Nancy. Iwalani Kahalewai-Cook?
MS. JOHNSON, FROM THE AUDIENCE: Iwalani. . left.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay. Fine.

MS. JOHNSON, FROM THE AUDIENCE: She’s a nursing student who wanted to say thank
you for your support.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Suzette Robinson?

... Followed by April Gra. . .Gragas.
NOTE:  Pause while Ms. Robinson approached.

MS. ROBINSON: ... Chair Pontanilla, Members of the Council. Thank you so much for giving
me the time to speak with you. As you heard Nancy Johnson speak earlier
and. . .repeatedly about the appreciation we have for the support that you gave us last
year for our Allied Health programs. . .this year with come in with that repeated request,
but also with the additional request for the alternative energy proposal. The College has
been very involved in looking at ways to reduce our reduction on the dependency of
fossil fuels. 1 believe Councilmember Medeiros asked about our. . .our. . .tennis courts.
Well, one of the reasons we haven't, you know, taken, used the money for the tennis
courts is because our fossil fuel or our electricity bill has risen over the years to such a
point that, you know, we had to do the basics like pay our electricity bill. You know?
.. Alaughter). . .

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: .. .daughter). . .

MS. ROBINSON: So...{laughter). .. so.. .our, our proposal is to become a, become a BETA
site for an alternative energy kind of project that we're looking at. Our Chancellor has
been very involved with our community and, and our businesses, looking at
different. . .possibilitics. And so this particular proposal asks that we give, get an
opportunity to do that.
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NOTE:  Silence.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: ... Thank you. Questions for the testifier?
... If not, thank you.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: . . .(inaudible). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: April Gragas?

NOTE:  Pause while Ms. Gragas approached.

MS. GRAGAS: ... Ckay.. .I'd like to ask you for your continued financial support for the Maui
Arts and Cultural Center, the MACC, in your upcoming Budget planning. The MACC
plays a critical role in developing and sustaining the arts curriculum in most, if not all, of
our schools here on Maui. Through their programming, student and teacher workshops,
performances, and venues. The fine arts are included in our Hawaii State Standards for
every student. So I feel that supporting the MACC, which does a fabulous job of
supporting our students and teachers in this area, would be money well spent by our
County. Why is arts education so important? Research has shown a compelling link
between arts education and academic and social development. Arts education promotes
literacy skills and problem-solving skills, it develops critical thinking and increases
interest in academic learning. Arts education also exposes children to the dynamic world
of different perspectives and cultures, which encourages them to be a positive participant
in their school community and our society. Thank you for considering this in your
budget. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, April. Members, any questions for the testifier?

... If not, thank you. Karen Fisher?

NOTE:  Pause while Ms. Fisher approached.

MS. FISHER: ... Aloha and thank you very much for this opportunity. I know it’s been a long
day for most of you, so I'll try to keep it brief. And it’s. . .what she said . . .(laughter). . .

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: .. .(inaudible). . .
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: That’s brief. . .(inaudible). . .
ALL: .. .(laughter). . .

MS. FISHER: Yeah. . .(laughter). ..

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Wow ...
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MS. FISHER: 1 mean, as you know, our. . .well, as Pundy always said, arts are education and
that’s something that’s at the very core of what we do. And it’s not only education of
kids, but it’s education across the board. We look at the whole range of arts that we do
from our presenting programs, the vartous artists. . .that come not only from Maui and the
State of Hawaii, but from all around the world to come not only to perform at the Center,
but we take them out into the communities and into the schools. We have a Hawaiian
cultural program that is a very significant part of what we do. And that continues to grow
under Hokulani Holt-Padilla’s direction. We work a lot in...actually...Maui
Lani. . .will have a new elementary school. And it will be the first arts-integrated school
in Hawaii--which we’re very proud of because we don’t think that would have happened
without the years of teacher training that the Maui Arts and Cultural Center has done in
this community. Rene Yama...Rene Yamafugt will be the Principal...and she
has. . .she and a lot of the teachers that she’s hining have been through years and years
and years of training at the Maui Arts and Cultural Center. And we are both a resource
and serve on...Suzanna Brown, our Education Director, serves on their advisory
committee. So our, our goal and our. . .mission is really to be a resource to all of Maui
County--and that includes Molokai, Lanai, and of course Hana which is part of Maui
island but . . .

.. somewhat remote. We also are an economic engine. We take our ability to earn
income very seriously and see that County support--which we’ve appreciated over the
years. . .is an investment in our ability to. . .to leverage that into both earned income and
contributed income. And so we ask. . .you know, once again for your support to help us
do that.

... Mahalo.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Nancy fsic/. Members, any questions for the testifier?
MS. FISHER: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.
MS. FISHER: Thank you. . .(inaudible). . .
COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Bill McKeon?
... Bill McKeon. . McKeon?

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: He was here . . .(inaudible). . .
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: He was here?

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: .. .(inaudible). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Jan Dapitan?

NOTE:  Pause while Ms. Dapitan approached,

CHAIR PONTANILLA: ... We're almost done, Members . . .(laughter). . .
MS. BAPITAN, FROM THE AUDIENCE: Am I the last. . .(inaudible). . .
CHAIR PONTANILLA: No, you’re not.

MS. DAPITAN: Oh .. .daughter). .. Good evening, Chairman Pontanilla and Members of the
Committee. Community Work Day program has thrived in Hawaii, and particularly in
the County of Maui thanks to you and your support over the years. We are still hoping
and continuing to grow. It’s amazing this year, with. . .Road to Hana project and other
projects like that, we have received so many calls from new people. We have young
people. And I had fears several years ago that our aging volunteer community would not
be replaced or supported with the young people. But I do wanna say tonight that they
are. . .coming out. They’re coming out for this campaign that we’re in the midst of right
now, which is a part of a National Keep America Beautiful, which is the largest volunteer
project in the country. The types of programs and projects are differing and diverse. The
Budget looks the same as it did last year. And I have one little thing in trying not to be
picky or anything, but with our Highway Beautification funding, we lost last year 10,000
dollars--from 180 to 170. And we decided to bite the bullet and try to. . .make it without
that. And I just want to ask if you possibly could restore to the 180 level. T've. . .decided
that 10,000 really makes a difference. We’re into...somewhat of a pinch with a
AmeriCorps team coming in. They cost us a little more this year because we had to
relocate their housing; the transportation to get them to the sites where they are putting in
40-hour work weeks and five days a week for nine weeks. . .and doing a tremendous job
at Kanaha Beach Park, the Honokowai archeological valley, and the old Maui High
School. Maui High School’s demand for security and safety and moving info areas that
we did not intend to get that far, but we’ve had enthusiastic people working to actually
open up the 23 acres. And now so we have reclaimed more of the campus that we
anticipated. Also that, because of the need for. . -heavier equipment and trucking of the
green waste, we've incurred a little more cost than we figured. So I just thought if
possible, we could go back to those original Highway Beautification Funds that were
secured, at the time, by the Council and with Councilwoman. . .Charmaine Tavares that it
maybe could be put back in. And that would be my request to you for the year.

... Thank you.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank vyou, Jan. Members, any questions for the testifier?
Member Medeiros?

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Thank you, Jan, for all the work you’ve done throughout
the years. On the Road to Hana project, it was a terrific job that you did and coordinated
all the different partnerships. We're seeing cars again. What can we do to support it to
get rid of the new cars that appearing?

MS. DAPITAN: Part of that 10,000 would be, definitely, for the removal of automobiles
.. (laughter). . .

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: .. .(inaudible). . .

MS. DAPITAN: Because that is one of the things we have dropped back on. We, before we
had. . .tow companies that were willing to support us, but not 100 percent, you know.
We do have. . .a lot of. . .companies and SOS Metals giving us good. . .good deals, but it
still has a cost factor to get those off the road. So we want to, we want to get ‘em off
and. . .I think that would be a big, big help.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Thank you, Jan.

MS. DAPITAN: Thank you, BillL

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: .. (inaudible). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Member Baisa?

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Jan, I have to assume that that 10,000 dollars, did you ask. . .was
it in the Mayor’s Budget? Did you request it?

MS. DAPITAN: When | found out the Budget had been completed, it, [ did. . .they did tell me it
was the same as last year--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Ah--

MS. DAPITAN: --which meant it just stayed as the reduction.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Somebody forgot.

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: So, so somewhere along the line it was missed?

MS. DAPITAN: Right.
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COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Okay. So you need us to put it back?

MS. DAPITAN: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Okay, thanks.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: . . .(laughter). . .

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Just so that we’re clear what our job is. Okay, thank you.
MS. DAPITAN: Thank you very much . . .(laughter). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Jan.

MS. DAPITAN: Yeah.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: The last person to testify, Chris Brosius? Brosius.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: .. .(inaudible). . .

NOTE:  Pause while Mr. Brosius approached the podium.

MR. BROSIUS: ... Aloha, Council, and thank you for your persistence in sitting in the hard

seats tonight. My name is Chris Brosius, and I work for, or I am the Coordinator of the
West Maui Mountains Watershed Partnership. Our partnership, for those of you who
don’t know, was formed in 1998 by the landowners found within the forest reserve of
West Maui. This includes eight public and private landowners, to which the County 1is
one. Our mission is to preserve the Native Hawaiian forest that helps provide us all with
many eco-system services, including clean and fresh water in the. . .in the amount of
30 billion gall. . .gallons annually. Uh. . .did that come out right? Thirty billion gallons
annually. This water helps supply 70 percent of Department of Water Supply customers
on Maui.

. . . With a staff of eight, we work hard and help our landowners to work together to
manage nearly 50,000 acres of watershed land. We are supported by grants and in-kind
services provided by the landowners, the State and Federal Government, as well as our
local County government. Today, I'm here to reinforce support for OED Budget
items. . .for watershed partnerships, and Department of Water Supply measures to
support natural resource protection. Funds provided could be used by our Partnership to
continue to monitor and respond to watershed threats. Primary threats--as you may have
heard earlier, are feral ungulates. . .pigs, goats, deer, cattle that have gone wild. They
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continue to be a problem, but we are gaining on the issue little by little as we take on
more and more land to manage. . .as a result, the. . .of our control work and fencing
mitiatives. In Fiscal Year *08 [sic/, we maintained 13 miles of partnership fence and
built an additional two miles over precipitous cliffs and what have you in West Maui
mountains. We have maintained five forest health monitoring transects which detect
invasive weeds, animals, and other threats. And beyond that, we are actively looking for
many solutions to many problems including illegal dirt bike use in fragile watershed
lands. We are reaching out to the public through the creation of a website and brochure
materials trying to attend as...more community events. And we also do things like
mentor AmeriCorps members. And we aspire to do much, much more. And I just
wanted to say thank you very much. Please help us continue these valuable programs and
solidify our ability to provide our island with a sustainable supply of fresh and clean
water. And. . .thank you very much.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for the testifier this evening?

. . . Seeing none, thank you very much.

AUDIENCE: .. .(applause). ..

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members, that. . .Chris was the last person to sign up for public

testimony. Anybody, anyone out there that wanna provide . . .(laughter). . . provide
public testimony. . .if you could come up--

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: .. .(inaudible). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: --state your name, organization that represent? And you have three

minutes—-

COUNCIL MEMBERS: .. .(inaudible). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: --to provide public testimony.

NOTE:

... Mr. Kimura?

Pause while Mr. Kimura approached.

MR. KIMURA, FROM THE AUDIENCE: Smile, everybody smiling at the end.

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: .. (inaudible). . .

MR. KIMURA: Well, my name is Robert M. Kimura. And I know all of you. Yeah. . .cven

know Mr. Medeiros. I knew his father.
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COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: .. .(laughter). . .
MR. KIMURA: But [ still have to announce myself. I"m Robert M. Kimura--
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: .. .(laughter). . .

MR. KIMURA: --and I’ve been around here for umpteen ages. And. ..l don’t wanna take up
your time, so I’'m gonna cut it real short. Just gonna say hello to. . .Julie [sic/, Michelle,
Mr. Medeiros, Jon /sic/ Pontanilla. . .I even forgot his name--

ALL: .. .(laughter). ..

MR. KIMURA: --1 know his father--

ALL: .. .(laughter). ..

MR. KIMURA: --his father’s name. Once in a while, a senior. . .senior moments come.
UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: . . .(laughter). . .

MR. KIMURA: Yeah. 1 knew his, I knew his father very well. And Victorino, yes, the golf
course and all that. All right. I going cut it short--

ALL: .. .(laughter). ..

MR. KIMURA: Of course, T was asked at the last minute. . .good thing Tom was here,
Tom. . .Cannon. And he gave a very good. . .presentation. Mine is just simple. I just
came to say hello to you people, wish you people a good term. . .and then. . .maybe I can
pass on something to you people from experience. One thing I can say, from the, from
the beginning as friends, I would say memorize the Charter. Okay? And get to know the
procedure. . .of being effective as much as you can. And we are Wailuku Main Street
Association, the intermediary. Now have you thought about that? We work for you
people. We don’t come in to ask for any special favors. Come here just to. . .say, again,
we are here to begin to help you people again, especially the new. . .newly elected
ones--Mr. Medeiros and Mr. Victorino, yeah, and Gladys., They can come to Wailuku
Main Street Association because it’s a memory banks that have been keeping all
these. . .situations together. And then one, one big project they been working
continuously on is. . .yeah, multi-level parking structure. I can say this much, even I
have. . .been with it for, shucks. ..l can’t even count the years, 12 years, 13 years,
14 years. Yeah. It’s been going on and I think it’s at a point where it has to be wrapped
up. And me, of all people, I mean. . .and it’s been, the information is all stacked up here.
I got the answers. Just come to see me. You know? And. . .the. . .the answers are there.
Because I been with 1t, through the, all that time. You see the, the thing that I, I see most
of the time is. . .the Sunshine Law jams everything. That’s why if you will, if you’ll note,
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I’ll be honest with you people, that I don’t sign up for any commititee membership. Yeah,
there’s a contention of--

MS. ESPELETA: Three minutes.

MR. KIMURA: Okay .. .(laughter). . .

ALL: .. .{laughter). ..

MR. KIMURA: I'm gonna cut it short . . .(laughter). . . Well. . .to cut it short, we are here, I'm
here. . .asked at the last minute to come here to say hello to my friends. Yeah, because
we’ve been working for each other. Yeah, that’s for sure. I’'m here. I’'m with Wailuku
Main Street Association because T wanna help you people get your work done. . .in a
way, I mean in the right way. Yeah, person-to-person. Yeah, not going . . .(inaudible). . .
to this party or that party. No. Yeah, the fact still remains that there is a situation to
work on. Even Mike knows. He got into a certain good one last year. And whose idea
was that? A little bit of mine--

MS. ESPELETA: Four minutes.

MR. KIMURA: .. .(inaudible). . . So as an example, Wailuku Main Street Association ready to
act as intermediary for you people. Yeah, especially the new ones. Don’t be ashamed.
I’1l give you a telephone number, 244-388888 /[sic/. Call Jocelyn and shake her up, say
Bob Kimura said--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: You gave Jocelyn’s number?

ALL: .. .(laughter). ..

MR. KIMURA: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: That’s Jocelyn’s number.

MR. KIMURA: 1don’t even have her number now . . .(laughter). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Mr. Kimura--

MR. KIMURA: ... how dare you ask me--

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Mr. Kimura, can you--

MR. KIMURA: Okay. I'll cut it short--

CHAIR PONTANILLA: --complete your testimony?
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MR. KIMURA: --and I'll wish you folks all good luck, and we’ll be working together.

right?
COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, again.
MR. KIMURA: Don’t forget--
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.
MR. KIMURA: --to help us, now, when we go in and ask. . .please help us at least--
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much.
COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Thank you.
MR. KIMURA: .. .(inaudible). . . keep Wailuku Main Street going--
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay--
MR. KIMURA: --so that we can be in position to help you guys.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Ithink Member Anderson--
MR. KIMURA: Short and sweet.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: --has a question for you.

MR. KIMURA: What, what kind of question you gonna ask me?

All

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: I, I'm not gonna ask you a question. I’m just gonna make

a comment.

MR. KIMURA: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: That the MRA. . .and, and you folks, Wailuku Main Street
could probably oodge them along. But they need to bring a plan to the Council so we can

approve the plan so we can get that parking facility going.
MR. KIMURA: I'm. . .gonna give her scolding. In fact. . .may I have an extra--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Because the last two plans they brought--
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MR. KIMURA: --extra minute? Yeah--
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --were not acceptable.

MR. KIMURA: Yeah, [ was just thinking about that couple of days back. We all, we have the
answers already. You see? Except for the newly appointed . . .

. coordinator. . .coordinator. Yeah, yeah. But we have been . . .(inaudible). . . and the
answers all been. . .given. We’re ready. All they have to do is put that information
together and then come to you people to ask for help and get the procedure to get it out.
Because there are three--may I have another minute?  We have, there are
three. . .stakeholders involved. And 1 am promoting and I'm recommending that they
take care of the County employees who do not have parking spaces at this point. County,
Charmaine is coming in with a million, asking for a million dollars for. . .for architectural
design and, and study to master plan that County area. She’s on the right track. Yeah.
And leave that parking space only for parking purposes. Business people one floor.
County people provisional until the County can get their own parking spaces

. .(inaudible). . .

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: You know what I would suggest is that you have the MRA
come up with, maybe, two or three--

MR. KIMURA; Yeah, I--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --different alternative plans.

MR. KIMURA: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Bring it to the Council--

MR. KIMURA: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --so the Council can point you guys in the right direction--

MR. KIMURA: Okay, Michelle--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --and get it going.

MR. KIMURA: --you know why I attend every MRA meeting although I'm not a member, 1
don’t wanna be a member because, I'll be honest with you...man, man to
woman. . .yeah, I don’t want that, | don’t like the idea of the Sunshine Law. [ like a

workship, workshop going so that we can get all the answers together, get the
stakeholders involved, come out with the plan, be satisfied with that to please County,
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Federal. . .employees and State employees. Yeah, we have to accommodate them. And
the business people around there.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay--
MR. KIMURA: So we’re gonna do it and I’'m gonna give them hell. All right?
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Kimura.
MR. KIMURA: Yeah, so. . .your, in your request, Michelle, I'1l carry the ball for you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you.
COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: .. (inaudible). . .
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you very much. Members--
MR. KIMURA: You’re welcome. Thank you for the extra time.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: --that concludes our meeting this evening.
MR. KIMURA: .. .(inaudible). . .
CHAIR PONTANILLA: And I’ll see you guys tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock.
MR. KIMURA: And, and good luck to you people, all right?
CHAIR PONTANILLA: This meeting is adjourned . . .(gavel). . .
...END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. ..
COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (excused: DAM and GRH)
ACTION: DEFER pending farther discussion.

ADJOURN: 9:25 p.m.

APPROVED:

Budeet and Finance Committee
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